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Comparative study on Individualism/Collectivism
and Confucian thought:

Group and Self

Shaw, Kang-Hwa

Abstract

Individualism and collectivism defined the citizen's value, psychological, and
behavior are the group tendency or the personal tendency in the cultural orientation.
In the cross-cultural studies, Chinese culture reflect the dependency groups, family,
and system, so it is classified in the collectivism. Confucian Thought is recognized as
the representative of the main ideas of Chinese culture. Its core is "Ren", and "Li" to
expand more ideas, like "Yi", "Zhong", and "Zhong". This paper from the framework
of "group", and "self" to discuss their similarities and differences. Therefore, people
can inspire a new concept of the Confusion thought, when they realize the Confucian
thought is not only collectivism but also individualism in the cross-cultural study.

Keywords: Confucian Thought; Collectivism; Individualism; Group/Self;
Family; Ren/Li; Zhong/Xiao;
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